
 
DEAR PRINICIPAL 
 
WE INVITE YOUR SCHOOL TO PARTICIPATE IN 

 
A CELEBRATION OF WOMEN IN SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING 

SAWISE will celebrate National Women’s Day by hosting events to celebrate the achievements of women 
and to raise awareness among schoolgirls about careers in  

Science, Engineering & Technology. 
 

RAISING AWARENESS ABOUT CAREERS IN SCIENCE 
8 August 2007,  8:45 – 13:00 

SA Museum, Iziko Museums of Cape Town, 25 Victor ia Street, Cape Town. 
  

 A morning event will be directed at promising Science and Mathematics female learners from grades 9 
through to 12 from around the Western Cape (5 - 6 learners per school).  

  
·  We will have interactive displays that will engage the girls in various aspects of Science and ensure that 

Science career information is provided.  To facilitate the girls’  experiences with the displays, we intend 
employing about 25 women postgraduates from the various tertiary institutions in the Western Cape to 
each take groups of about 20 girls around the displays as chaperones/guides.  

·  We believe that it is important for the learners to see that Science is a growing body of knowledge, that 
new research contributes to it, and that they too can contribute someday.  Interspersed with the displays 
we will have posters made by women postgraduates about their “ cutting edge research”.  The 
postgraduates will be at their  posters through the morning so that they can chat to the girls casually 
about Science, research and “why it is they do what they do”.  

·   During the morning we will have a series of structured talks by selected “ role models” , such as women 
postgraduates and active women scientists in research, industry and business (see preliminary 
programme attached). 

 
We believe that through these various channels, we will effectively be able to show young girls the 

scope of careers in Science. 
 
We invite high schools to send their most promising female Grade 9 – 12 learners to participate in this 

exciting event which will be enormously beneficial in helping them see viable careers in Science, 
Engineering and Technology.  
 

www.sawise.org.za 
ENQUIRIES: Email SAWISE@botzoo.uct.ac.za or  Fax 021 650 3301 or Phone Dr Diane Wilcox 084 432 5000 (13h00–17h00 only) 

 
 
 

      



 
 

RAISING AWARENESS ABOUT CAREERS IN SCIENCE 
 

REGISTRATION OF SCHOOL 
 
Please note we are limited by space. Therefore, it is imperative that you register  in advance to book 
participation for  your learners.  Deadline for  registration: 20 July 2007.    
 
Name of School:  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact person:  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Fax:  ________________   Phone:  ________________    Email: _________________________ 
 
Names of learners:    1. ______________________________ 

 2. ______________________________ 
 3. ______________________________ 
 4. ______________________________ 
 5. ______________________________ 

 
If there is space we will accommodate a 6th person) 

 6. _______________________________ 
 

Since we have a limit of 5 per school, we recommend that teachers asks learners to 
write a short motivation about why they think this event will be important for them to 
attend. 

 
Will learners use public transport to and from Iziko Museums of Cape Town (SA Museum, 25 
Victor ia Street, Cape Town)?          YES / NO 
 
Will the learners require SAWISE to assist with transport to Iziko Museums of Cape Town (SA 
Museum, 25 Victor ia Street, Cape Town)?         YES / NO 
 
Transport may be provided from Claremont and Mowbray Stations on the morning of the event. We will 
also be able to reimburse schools for travelling costs on receipt of proof of payment, i.e. presentation of 
valid bus and/or train tickets. Please liase with us in advance if you anticipate using either  of these 
options.  
 
 

Please return this form either  by post, fax or  email to 
Post to SAWISE, Dept of Math. &  Appl. Math, UCT, Pr ivate Bag, Rondebosch 7700 

Fax 021 650 3301 or   Email SAWISE@botzoo.uct.ac.za 
ENQUIRIES : Phone Dr  Diane Wilcox 084 432 5000 (13h00–17h00 only)  



 

 
 

RAISING AWARENESS ABOUT CAREERS IN SCIENCE 
SA Museum, Iziko Museums of Cape Town, 25 Victoria Street, Cape Town. 

8 August 2007 
 

 
PRELIMINARY PROGRAMME OF TALKS 

 
 
08:50 Prof. Karen Esler, SAWISE Welcome 
 
09:00 Silethelwe Nxumalo  (MSc), Industrial Diamond Materials, Element 6 

Why I  chose Materials Engineering 
 
09:15 Dr. Diane Wilcox,  Mathematics and Applied Mathematics, U.Cape Town 

Why I  chose Mathematics 
 
09:30  Michelle Ryan, (BSc. Hons), Medical Microbiology, U. Stellenbosch 

Why I  chose Immunology 
 

09:45 Dr. Michelle Kuttel, Computational Chemistry/ Computer Science, U.Cape Town  
Why I  chose Computer science and Computational chemistry               

 
10:00 – 11:45   Tours around posters and interactive displays &  Refreshments. 
 
11:45 Dr. Mary-Catherine Madekurozwa, U.Pretoria 

Why I  chose Veterinary Science 
 
12:00 Nonhlanhla Mokoena (MSc), Koeberg Nuclear Power, ESKOM, iThemaLabs  

Why I  chose Physics 
 
12:15 Tracy Timmons (Bsc Honours), Cape Nature Reserve 

Why I  chose Geomatics 
 
12:30  Dr. Thokozile Lewanika, Molecular Biology, U.Cape Town 

Why I  chose Molecular Biology 
 
12:45  Thanks and depar ture of learners. 


