
 
 

A CELEBRATION OF WOMEN IN SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING 
SAWISE will celebrate National Women’s Day by hosting events to celebrate the achievements of women 

and to raise awareness among schoolgirls about careers in Science, Engineering & Technology. 
SA Museum, Iziko Museums of Cape Town, 25 Victor ia Street, Cape Town. 

8 August  2007 
 

The following TWO EVENTS for participation of WOMEN POSTGRADUATE students are planned: 
 
(I ) Raising awareness about Careers in Science  [08h45 – 13:00]   
 
A morning event will be directed at promising Science and Mathematics female learners from  
grades 9 -12 from around the Western Cape.  
·  We will have interactive displays that will engage the girls in various aspects of Science and ensure that 

Science career information is provided.  To facilitate the girls’  experiences with the displays, we 
intend employing about 25 women postgraduates from the various tertiary institutions in the 
Western Cape to each take groups of about 20 girls around the displays as chaperones/guides.  

·  We believe that it is important for the learners to see that Science is a growing body of knowledge, that 
new research contributes to it, and that they too can contribute someday.  Interspersed with the 
displays we will have posters made by women postgraduates about their “ cutting edge research” .  
The postgraduates will be at their  posters through the morning so that they can chat to the girls 
casually about Science, research and “why it is they do what they do” .  

·   During the morning we will have a series of structured talks by selected “ role models” , such as women 
postgraduates and active women scientists in research, industry and business.  

 
A set of outstanding postgraduate research posters will be selected for our SAWISE website and for a 
calendar or poster series to be distributed to participating schools for 2008. We believe that the women 
postgraduates will also benefit by networking with their peers from  other tertiary institutions and research 
specialisations.   
 
(II) A Celebration of Women in Science and Engineer ing  [13h00 – 19h00] 

 
The afternoon session will be for women professionals in Science / Academia / Business.  We will have a 
series of talks by three high profile invited speakers who will discuss issues relating to Women working in 
a male-dominated environment . We will also have an interactive workshop that will focus on many of the 
problems that women face in their work environment.  In the evening we will conclude with networking 
and cocktail function.   

www.sawise.org.za 
ENQUIRIES: Email SAWISE@botzoo.uct.ac.za  or  Fax 021 650 3301 or Phone Dr Diane Wilcox 084 432 5000 (13h00 -17h00 only) 

      



 
 

RAISING AWARENESS ABOUT CAREERS IN SCIENCE 
SA Museum, Iziko Museums of Cape Town, 25 Victoria Street, Cape Town. 

8 August 2007 
 

 
PRELIMINARY PROGRAMME OF TALKS 

 
 
08:50  Prof. Karen Esler, SAWISE  Welcome 
 
09:00 Silethelwe Nxumalo  (MSc), Industrial Diamond Materials, Element 6 

Why I  chose Materials Engineering 
 
09:15 Dr. Diane Wilcox,  Mathematics and Applied Mathematics, U.Cape Town 

Why I  chose Mathematics 
 
09:30  Michelle Ryan, (BSc. Hons), Medical Microbiology, U. Stellenbosch 

Why I  chose Immunology 
 

09:45  Dr. Michelle Kuttel, Computational Chemistry/ Computer Science, U.Cape Town  
Why I  chose Computer science and Computational chemistry               

 
10:00 – 11:45   Tours around posters and interactive displays &  Refreshments. 
 
11:45  Dr. Mary-Catherine Madekurozwa, U.Pretoria 

Why I  chose Veterinary Science 
 
12:00 Nonhlanhla Mokoena (MSc), Koeberg Nuclear Reactor, ESKOM, iThemaLabs  

Why I  chose Physics 
 
12:15 Tracy Timmons (Bsc Honours), Cape Nature Reserve 

Why I  chose Geomatics 
 
12:30  Dr. Thokozile Lewanika, Molecular Biology, U.Cape Town 

Why I  chose Molecular Biology 
 
12:45  Thanks and depar ture of learners. 

 
 



 

 
 

CELEBRATING WOMEN IN SCIENCE &  ENGINEERING 
SA Museum, Iziko Museums of Cape Town, 25 Victoria Street, Cape Town. 

8 August 2007 
 

 
PRELIMINARY PROGRAMME 

(speakers are confirmed) 
 
  

The theme of the afternoon programme will be  
Women in a male-dominated environment. 

 
 
13:00 Registration of participants for afternoon workshop 
 

Viewing of postgrad posters (Postgrads to be at posters for discussion) 
 
13:45   Welcome by SAWISE President 
 
14:00 Dr Romilla Maharaj , NRF Executive Director: Institutional Capacity Development 
 
14:30 Dr Bronwyn Roberts, Materials Engineering Research, Element 6   

 
15:00 Tea/Coffee and poster viewing 
 
15:30 Prof. Char lene Afr ica,  Deputy Dean of Science, UWC 
 
16:00   Interactive workshop facilitated by  HERS-SA.  
 
17:00 Chaired Panel discussion 
 
17:30 Poster judging & Cocktails 
 
18:00 AGM,  Announcement of winning posters 



 
 

A CELEBRATION OF WOMEN IN SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING 
8th August 2007 

 
REGISTRATION FORM FOR WOMEN POSTGRADUATES 

Closing date for  registration: 15 July2007 
 
Name: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Email address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Postal address_________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

University/Technikon: _________________________________________________________________ 

Level of Study:   Honours/ MSc./ PhD/ Postdoctorate   (circle appropriate) 

 
Morning session 
 
·  I will present a poster about my research:                                       YES / NO 
 (Details about poster sizes etc. will be forthcoming) 
·  I will not present a poster, but I would like to act as a chaperone for a group of 30 schoolgirls: YES / NO  

(SAWISE will pay R100 for this assignment) 
 
Afternoon and Evening Session 
 
This includes a series of talks by leading women professionals and an interactive workshop in the 
afternoon, followed by a cocktail event in the evening. Registration fee: R150 (This also includes 1-year 
membership fee for SAWISE Suggestion: Postgraduates should approach their supervisors to fund 
participation in this event, i.e. for registration fees and for laminating posters).  
 
·  I will attend the series of talks and interactive workshop:                  YES /NO 

 
·  I will attend the Cocktail event and AGM:                   YES /NO 

 
·  Special dietary requirements:  Vegetarian / Halaal / Kosher /  ……………… 
 

Receipt of payment will ensure your registration. See payment options attached. 
 

Please return this form by 15 JULY 2007 
by Email: SAWISE@botzoo.uct.ac.za  or  Fax 021 650 3301   

or Post to SAWISE, Dept of Math. & Appl. Math, UCT, Private Bag, Rondebosch 7700 
 



 
 
 

A CELEBRATION OF WOMEN IN SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING 
8th August 2007 

 
 
 

REGISTRATION FEE PAYMENT OPTIONS 
 
 
 

The registration fee of  R150 includes 
·  Participation in Afternoon session comprising a series of talks by leading women professionals and 

an interactive workshop  
·  A cocktail event in the early evening  
·  1-year membership fee for SAWISE  
 

Suggestion: Postgraduates should approach their supervisors to fund participation in this event, 
 i.e. for registration fees and for laminating posters). 

 
 

You may pay your  registration fee by: 
 

1. By cheque 
Cheque payable to recipient:   SA WISE 
Post Cheque to :    PO Box 34085, Rhodes Gift, 7707  

 
2.  By direct deposit / electronic transfer to account: 

Bank:     Standard Bank  
Account Name:    SA WISE  (Plusplan Savings account) 
Account number:    07 561 414 6  
Branch    Rondebosch 
Branch code:         025009  
 

 
We are limited by venue capacity.  Receipt of payment will ensure reservations for your participation.  

 
 

Enquir ies:  Email SAWISE@botzoo.uct.ac.za  or  Fax 021 650 3301   
or Phone Dr Diane Wilcox 084 432 5000 (13h00 - 17h00) 

 


